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Attendance at CUNY: Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean when CUNY says it is “non-attendance taking”?

CUNY is considered a non-attendance-taking institution because it does not have a
University-wide requirement to track daily student attendance and collect daily
attendance records, and federal financial aid rules do not require it to do so. (Note:
there is a brief Verification of Enrollment obligation described more fully in Question
2 below).

Faculty may still take attendance for instructional, pedagogical, classroom
management, grading, or other course-related purposes, but they cannot be
required to submit their attendance records (e.g., to the campus registrar).

CUNY's designation as a "non-attendance-taking" institution means that the
University does not collect daily attendance records for federal financial aid
purposes; it does not prevent faculty from taking attendance or using attendance
and participation as part of their courses.

If CUNY does not use attendance records for financial aid, how does the University
verify a student’s enrollment status?

Because CUNY does not require attendance records, faculty must submit
Verification of Enrollment information for all students as of the census date. This
process confirms whether each student has engaged in academic activity at least
once, such as attending class, submitting an assignment, or participating in required
online activities. Please note that for online courses, merely tracking that a student
logged in through an online portal is insufficient to confirm the student’s engagement
in academic activity. Colleges assign a WN grade to students reported as not having
engaged in academic activity, and courses assigned a WN cannot be included in
federal aid eligibility. This academic engagement reporting is separate from daily
attendance records, which are not required.

Do federal financial aid rules prevent faculty from taking attendance?

No. Federal financial aid rules do not govern classroom attendance practices and do
not prohibit faculty from taking attendance.



. Can faculty take attendance if they want to?

Yes. Faculty may take attendance for instructional, pedagogical, classroom
management, and other course-related purposes.

. Can attendance be used as part of grading or course requirements?

Yes. Faculty may include attendance as a component of academic participation as
part of course requirements or grading, as long as expectations are clearly
described in the syllabus and applied consistently.

Are faculty required to submit attendance records to the University, College or the
Registrar?

No. Because the U.S. Department of Education has designated CUNY a "non-
attendance taking institution," in order for CUNY to maintain that designation for
federal financial aid purposes, CUNY must not require that faculty take attendance
or submit attendance records for either institutional or federal financial aid purposes.
Daily attendance records are not collected by the University, College or Registrar.

. Why is there confusion about attendance at CUNY?

The term “non-attendance taking” is sometimes misunderstood to mean that
attendance is not allowed or does not matter. In fact, it describes only how the
University meets federal financial aid reporting requirements.

. What should students rely on if they have questions about attendance?

Students should rely on the syllabus and guidance from their instructor, since
attendance expectations may vary by course.
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