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Arlys T ineo,  LMSW, Cl inical  Supervisor  |  Unaccompanied Chi ldren,  Jewish Chi ld Care
Associat ion

S p e c i a l  P r e s e n t a t i o n  
The Impact of  Post  Traumatic Slave Syndrome
Amaya Carter ,  Student |  Community Roots Charter  School  

S p e a k e r
Martha Sul l ivan,  DSW, Executive Director  |  NYS Off ice of  Mental  Health-Creedmoor
Psychiatr ic  Center  

P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n
Understanding Trauma Across The L i fe  Course:  Youth and Young Adults
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K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r
Latoya Delmadge,  LCSW-R,  Director  |  Social  Work/Behavior  Health,  NYC Health
and Hospital-Kings County Hospital  Center

B r e a k

S o c i a l  W o r k e r s  i n  G o v e r n m e n t

Manny De Los Santos,  MSW |  New York State Assemblymember 72nd Assembly Distr ict

P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n
Unaddressed Trauma: Understanding the Sign,  Symptoms,  and Impact of  
Trauma Among Formerly Incarcerated People.

Moderator :  Glor ia Seay,  LMSW, Cl inical  Manager |  NYC Administrat ion for  Chi ldren’s
Services

P a n e l i s t s   
Shari  R ichardson,  DSW, LCSW, Assistant  Professor  |  Department of  Social  Work,
Medgar Evers Col lege,  CUNY

Kevin Haynes,  Legal  Coordinator  |  North Star  Youth Init iat ive

Christopher Rodgers,  Program Director  |  MHANY CPC,  MHC,  Adult  Home Init iat ive 

Divine Pryor ,  Ph.D. ,  CEO/President |  People’s  Pol ice Academy,  Medgar Evers Col lege,
CUNY

P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n
Inequit ies in Health Care:  Re-traumatizat ion as an Impl icat ion of  Health Care Service
Del ivery

Moderator :  E laine Reid,  LCSW-R

P a n e l i s t s
Seanna Kaye Denham-Wilks ,  Ph.D. ,  Chief  Experience Off icer  |  NYC Health + Hospitals/
Kings County

Mathylde Frontus,  Ph.D. ,  LMSW, inter im Executive Director  |  Coney Is land
Neighborhood Revital izat ion Corporat ion

Kelsey Louie,  MSW, MBA,  CEO |  The Door and Broome Street  Academy

S t u d e n t  A w a r d s  P r e s e n t a t i o n
Zoe Clark •  Dr .  Eda Harr is-Hast ick Academic Achievement Award

Casey Ort iz  •  Professor  E laine Reid Spir i t  Award

Award Presenters:  Edward Hernandez,  Ph.D. ,  Chair  |  Social  Work Department ,  Medgar
Evers Col lege,  CUNY

Fabienne Snowden,  Ph.D. ,  Assistant  Professor  |  Social  Work Department ,  Medgar Evers
Col lege,  CUNY 

C l o s i n g  R e m a r k s
Al l ison Ni les ,  LMSW, School  Social  Worker  |  PS 1 16 Mary L indley Murray
  



Patr ic ia Ramsey,  President ,  Ph.D.  

SPEAKERS

As the thought leader for  a $20 mil l ion grant award,  just  s ix
weeks after  Dr .  Ramsey arr ived,  two new programs,
Cult ivat ing Hol ist ic  Academic Mindsets to Promote Student
Success (CHAMPSS) and the Brooklyn Recovery Corps (BRC)
programs were created.  Both programs provide funding to
assist  part ic ipants in paying for  their  education.

A biologist  by training,  Dr .  Ramsey has a research interest  in
the biological  act iv i ty  of  plants used in folk lore,  has
col lected 1 10 species of  Agave in the Sonoran Desert ,  and
traveled a 450-mile span of  highway col lect ing Sapium
sebiferum (popcorn tree) leaves in the southeastern United
States.   Dr .  Ramsey earned a Bachelor  of  Science in Biology
(Education) from Norfolk  State University ,  a Master  of
Science in Botany from Howard University ,  a Master  of  Arts
in Biology from Harvard University ,  and a Doctor  of
Phi losophy in Biology from Georgetown University .   

Dr .  Patr ic ia Ramsey was appointed the
sixth president of  Medgar Evers Col lege
by the City University  of  New York
(CUNY) Board of  Trustees.  Dr .  Ramsey,
who off ic ial ly  took off ice on May 1 ,  2021 ,
is  the f i rst  woman and the f i rst  scient ist
to serve in the posit ion of  President of
the Col lege.   



Edward Hernandez,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Edward Hernandez
is  an Associate
Professor  at  Medgar
Evers Col lege and
serves as Chair  of  the
Social  Work
Department.  He also
teaches onl ine
classes in Social
Work,  Human Services,
and Sociology at
several  universit ies .  

Pr ior  to Medgar Evers
Col lege,  Dr .  Hernandez
served as Deputy
Commissioner of  the
Suffolk  County
Department of  Social
Services from 2004
unti l  2012.  His  career
includes over  30 years
of  government and
not for  prof i t  agencies
posit ions in largely
administrat ive and
management
capacit ies .  Dr .
Hernandez received
his MSW and PhD in
Social  Welfare from
Stony Brook University .

Fabienne Snowden,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Fabienne Snowden is  an
Assistant  Professor  with the
Social  Work Department at
Medgar Evers Col lege,
CUNY.  Dr .  Snowden is  a
graduate of  the doctoral
program in Social  Welfare
at the Graduate Center  of
the City University  of  New
York.  Dr .  Snowden’s
research interests include
invest igating the
relat ionship between
contextual  factors and
individual  level
experiences,  and how i t
informs effect ive HIV/AIDS
prevention in the
U.S and Germany.  Dr .
Snowden’s s ignature
pedagogy focuses on
operat ional iz ing
intersect ional i ty  in  social
work education.
 



Arlys received a
Bachelors of  Science in
Social  Work (BSSW)
from Medgar Evers
Col lege in 2020 and a
Master ’s  in  Social  Work
(MSW) from NYU Si lver
School  of  Social  Work
Advanced Standing
Program in 2021 .  Ar lys
is  current ly  pursuing a
Master ’s  in  Publ ic
Administrat ion (MPA)
with a concentrat ion in
Publ ic  Pol icy Analysis
at  John Jay Col lege
and wi l l  be complet ing
an Advanced
Cert i f icate in Trauma
and Disaster  Mental
Health from SUNY New
Paltz  in  the summer of
2024.  

Ar lys T ineo is  a Native
Spanish speaker and
Licensed Master  Social
Worker  (LMSW) with a
background working
with diverse
populat ions and a
strong advocate for
language access and
cultural  humil i ty .  Ar lys
is  current ly  employed
as the Lead Cl inician
for  an Unaccompanied
Minor ’s  program at
JCCA in Westchester ,
NY.  In  her  role ,  she
supports and
supervises cl inicians
with service del ivery,
documentation,  and
cl ient-related issues in
addit ion to providing
direct  therapeutic
services to
Unaccompanied Youth.
Before working in chi ld
welfare,  Ar lys worked
with various
populat ions and areas
such as immigrants ,
homelessness,  col lege
students ,  medical ,
psychiatry and vict ims
of  natural  disaster .

Arlys T ineo,
 LMSW Amaya Carter

Amaya,  enjoys reading,
with her  latest  book
being “Post  Traumatic
Slave Syndrome” by Dr .
Joy DeGruy,  sel f-
ref lect ing,  hanging with
fr iends,  Anime,  sciences,
and unique fashion.
Whi le Amaya may not
have a long l ist  of
talents ,  what sets her
apart  is  her  abi l i ty  to
communicate effect ively .
Amaya’s biggest
attr ibute is  her  voice,
using i t  to share stor ies
and knowledge with
others.

Amaya’s goal  is  to
attend col lege after  High
School ,  where she can
uti l ize her  voice and
talents  within areas of
law,  pol i t ics ,  and
science.  Amaya is  young,
motivated and dest ined
to be a change agent .  

Amaya is  a 13  year old
female who was born in
Brooklyn,  NY at  Long
Island Col lege Hospital .
Amaya is  current ly  an 8th
grader at  Community
Roots Charter  School .



Martha Sul l ivan,  
DSW

With a background that
includes key posit ions
in government,  c i ty  and
state agencies,  and the
voluntary sector ,  Dr .
Sul l ivan has a wealth of
experience in
healthcare leadership
(primary care,  acute
and long-term care),
education,  pol icy,
planning and program
development.  She is
dedicated to developing
and increasing access
to cultural ly  competent ,
qual i ty  health and
behavioral  health
services for
underserved and
minority  populat ions,
including older  adults ,
women,  people of  color
and people who are
ser iously mental ly  i l l  or
homeless.

Previously ,  as Health +
Hospitals/ Gouverneur ’s
Executive Director ,  Dr .
Sul l ivan lead the largest
Diagnost ic  and Treatment
Center  in  New York and a
large Ski l led Nursing
Faci l i ty .  I t  was there that
Dr .  Sul l ivan previously
developed the innovative
and pioneering Center  for
Older  Adults  and Their
Famil ies and the Women’s
Comprehensive Mental
Health Program at
Gouverneur ,  where she
later  served as Director  of
Behavioral  Health.  She is
the only social  worker  to
have held such a posit ion
in H+H.

As Executive Director
of  Creedmoor
Psychiatr ic  Center ,  Dr .
Sul l ivan oversees the
largest  state operated
psychiatr ic  

center  in  New York City
and the second largest  in
New York State which
includes inpatient ,
residential  and an array
of  outpatient  services.

Dr .  Sul l ivan has served
as Deputy Commissioner
of  NYC DOHMH,
overseeing chemical
dependency,  mental
health promotion and
community l iaison.  As
Executive Director  of  the
Fordham-Tremont
Community Mental
Health Center  (St .
Barnabas Hospital) ,  she
developed specialty
services,  including the
Men’s Mental  Health
Service,  and produced
the documentary f i lm
Men of  Color  and Mental
Health:  Moving from
Alienation to Hope.

Dr .  Sul l ivan holds a
master ’s  degree from the
Si lberman School  of  Social
Work of  Hunter  Col lege at
CUNY where she also has
served as an adjunct
professor .  She earned a
Doctor  of  Social  Welfare
degree from the CUNY
Graduate School .  She also
holds a Master  of
Theology degree from St .
Joseph’s Seminary,
Dunwoody,  NY.  Some
community and
professional  act iv i t ies
include:  former trustee,  St .
Charles Borromeo Church,
where she developed the
Lazarus Project ,  a ministry
of  consolat ion serving
parish and community
and where she leads the
Anti-Violence Project  for
the Social  Just ice
Committee.  Dr .  Sul l ivan is
a Fel low of  the New York
Academy of  Medicine
where she also serves as
vice chair  of  the Healthy
Aging sect ion.  Dr .  Sul l ivan
chairs  the Advisory Board
of  the Lt .  Joseph P.
Kennedy Center  in  Harlem.
She is  founder and CEO of
the Citywide Behavioral
Health Coal i t ion for  Black
Elders ,  Inc.

As a past  president of  the
NYC Chapter  of  NASW, Dr .
Sul l ivan spearheaded the
Social  Work Equity Project
including the publ ished
report :  Worse Than You
Think.  The Dimensions of
Poverty in NYC:  What
Social  Workers See.



a referral  network of
40+ organizat ions
strengthen chi ldren
and famil ies with
services in the East
New York area.  The
CPP’s  work focused on
providing and training
community workers for
chi ld welfare
conferences,  foster
parent recruitment
and support ,
workshops,  health
fairs  and training
events.  

A native of  Brooklyn,
NY,  Ms.  Gordon is  a
graduate of  the New
York City publ ic  school
system. After  high
school ,  Ms.  Gordon
continued her  studies
at the University  of
Pittsburgh,  where she
received her  BA in
Sociology in 2000.  Ms.
Gordon’s work with
famil ies began in 2001
at  Seamen’s Society
for  Chi ldren and
Famil ies Brownsvi l le
Preventive Services
Program, which also
provided respite
services.  Ms.  Gordon
continued her  work as
a substance abuse
prevention and
intervention special ist
in the SPARK program
at John Adams High
School .  Ms.  Gordon
then completed her
Masters in Social  Work
from Columbia
University  School  of
Social  Work in 2007.

Eva M.  Gordon,  
LCSW

Eva M.  Gordon,  LCSW,
has been a social
worker  in  the New York
City area for  over  19
years.  Ms.  Gordon is
current ly  the Director  of
L i fe  Guide,  LCSW. P .C. ,
providing mental  health
services in the New York
City area.   The goal  is
to promote heal ing
from past  and current
pain through
psychotherapy for
individuals and groups.
Many cl ients are
treated for  depression,
anxiety ,  bereavement,
family ,  and marital
issues.  Pr ior  to this ,  she
was a psychotherapist
at  the Center  For
Psychotherapy in
Brooklyn,  NY.  The Center
provides mental  health
services to the Black
community within a
cultural  f ramework.  She
previously served as
the Program
Coordinator  for  the
Community Partnership
Program (CPP) of  East
New York,

 She was also the
coordinator  for  the
Young Adult  Support ive
Services program at
Harlem Congregations
for  Community
Improvement (HCCI) .
The program provided
support ive housing
services for  youth aging
out of  foster  care.  
In  addit ion to her
professional  experience,
Ms.  Gordon volunteers
as Chairperson of  Your
Body Is  a Temple (YBIT)
Health Ministry at
Si loam Presbyter ian
Church in Brooklyn,  NY.
The health ministry
provides information on
health topics,  especial ly
providing HIV outreach
events ,  health fairs ,  and
workshops.  In  her  spare
t ime,  Ms.  Gordon spends
time with her  family and
fr iends in Brooklyn,  NY.
She enjoys l ive music
events and movies,  as
wel l  as creative writ ing.



Prior  to jo ining CUNY,
Dr .  de Peña's
professional  journey
included a s ignif icant
tenure at  the Jewish
Board.  Over the course
of  15 years ,  she
transit ioned from a
social  worker  to an
administrat ive
supervisor  in  the
Preventive Services
Divis ion,  ult imately
serving as the
Internship Coordinator
and Master  Trainer  in
the Martha K.  Sel ig
Educational  Inst i tute.
Her  passion for  hol ist ic
student development
was evident as she
managed JBFCS'
Bicultural  Inst i tute,
providing educational
support  for  social  work
interns of  color .

Dr .  de Peña's
commitment extended
beyond her  roles ,  as
she act ively
part ic ipated in
voluntary professional
service within the
Jewish Board and the
broader community.
She emerged as one of
the Jewish Board's
prominent leaders in
advancing Anti-Racist
Pol icy and Pract ice,
providing consultat ion
and training to the NYC
Administrat ion for
Chi ldren Services
(ACS) and other  major
social  service agencies
on matters of  race and
the Lat ino experience.

Shir ley de Peña,  
Ph.D.

Dr.  Shir ley de Peña is  a
dedicated professional
committed to foster ing
success and wel l-being,
part icular ly  among
foster  youth in the
academic sett ing.
Current ly  serving as the
Director  of  the Foster
Youth Col lege Success
Init iat ive (FYCSI)  at  the
City University  of  New
York (CUNY),  she br ings
over 20 years of
invaluable experience to
her role .

In  her  capacity as the
Director  of  FYCSI ,  Dr .  de
Peña spearheads a
program designed to
empower foster  youth at
CUNY,  ensuring they not
only navigate the
chal lenges of  col lege l i fe
but thr ive academical ly .
Her  approach involves
personal ized support ,
both individual ly  and in
small  group sett ings,
with the goal  of
enhancing retent ion and
graduation rates.

As an organizat ional
consultant ,  Dr .  de Peña
imparts her  expert ise in
areas such as social
work l icensure
preparation,
understanding the
impact of  race and
culture on cl inical  and
case work pract ice,  and
foster ing posit ive race
relat ions in the
workplace.  Her  inf luence
extends to academia,
where she holds
teaching posts as an
adjunct professor  at  NYU
Si lver  School  of  Social
Work and Si lberman
School  of  Social  Work at
Hunter  Col lege.
Dr .  de Peña earned her
social  work degree at
Stony Brook University
and furthered her
academic journey with a
Doctoral  Degree in Social
Welfare at  Yeshiva
University .  Her
mult i faceted experience,
coupled with a genuine
dedication to social
welfare and education,
underscores Dr .  Shir ley
de Peña's  impactful
contr ibut ions to her
f ie ld.



Melissa E l l iott ,
LCSW-R,  CPC,  S IF I

Melissa E l l iott  is  the
founder and CEO of  AGAPE
Family Therapy and
Coaching,  a group pr ivate
practice serving New
Yorkers in maternal
mental  health,  family
therapy,  group
counsel ing,  and national
and international
coaching cl ients ,  provides
consultat ion and training
on corporate wel lness,
employee engagement,
and leadership
development to
organizat ions,  and
provides cl inical
supervis ion to LMSW,
LMHC,  LMFT,  LCAT,  and
LCSW in the state of  New
York.

Mel issa is  a Board
Member of  the
Associat ion for  Nonprof i t
Special ists ,  and Adjunct
Professor  at  NYU.  

She is  the former
accomplished Not-for  Prof i t
Senior  Director  with 10+
years of  success in
education,  workforce
development,  mental  health,
and chi ld welfare.  Creates
and manages mult iple high-
qual i ty ,  productive programs
that meet agency pol ic ies
and procedures,  result ing in
posit ive outcomes that
achieve stakeholder goals .
Mel issa cult ivates and
fosters trust ing relat ionships
with staff ,  col leagues,
community organizat ions,
publ ic/private educational
inst i tut ions,  K-12 schools ,
mental  health and medical
cl inics ,  administrat ions,
adults ,  famil ies ,  and
chi ldren.  She is  a dedicated
and proactive change agent
for  Diversity ,  Equity ,
Inclusion,  and Belonging
(DEIB) professional
recognized for  leadership,
interpersonal ,  and
communication ski l ls .



Kenald  Bernard,  
LCSW

Kenald Bernard is  a
dedicated L icensed
Clinical  Social  Worker
offer ing comprehensive
l i fe  coaching and
counsel ing services.
With academic honors,
Kenald earned his
bachelor 's  degree in
Sociology and
Anthropology from
CUNY Queens Col lege.
His  professional  journey
began with NYC
Chi ldren Services,
where he served as a
Chi ld Protect ive
Special ist ,  gaining
invaluable experience
in preventive services,
law enforcement
col laborat ion,  and the
family court  judiciary
system.

In his  postgraduate
career ,  Kenald
transit ioned to a
hospital-based Mental
Health Cl inic ,
assuming the role of  a
psychotherapist .  His
expert ise extended to
both inpatient  and

outpatient  substance
use programs,
showcasing a diverse
ski l l  set .  Kenald 's
prof ic iency
encompasses working
with individuals
navigating chal lenges
such as low motivat ion,
depression,  anxiety ,
addict ion,  and milder
forms of  psychosis .  He
also special ized in
working with
adolescents and
famil ies ,  addressing
issues l ike opposit ional
def iance,  parent
guidance,  and providing
individual ,  family ,  and
couples counsel ing.  
Recogniz ing the
importance of  advanced
education,  Kenald
pursued and obtained a
master ’s  degree in
social  Welfare from
SUNY Stony Brook
University .  Fol lowing
successful  l icensure,  he
joined the NYC
Department of  Health,
focusing on nonviolent
forensic populat ions
grappl ing with various
mental  health i l lnesses.  

Kenald’s  career
trajectory led him back
to NYV Chi ldren
Services,  where he
embraced a new role as
a Chi ld Family
Special ist .  Here,  he
worked closely with
chi ldren and famil ies in
cr is is ,  faci l i tat ing chi ld
safety conferences.  

Current ly ,  Kenald
serves as a school
social  worker  in  the
Freeport  school
distr ict ,  act ively
contr ibut ing to
changing l ives one
student at  a t ime.
Last ly ,  I  would love the
acknowledgment of  my
chi ldren’s  Aff i rmation
book “KJ He is  a
ref lect ion of  me.”
Which can be found on
Amazon and Barnes &
Nobles.  

Stay connected with
Kenald to engage in
insightful  panel
discussions on mental
health and much more.

Kenald Bernard,  LCSW
Direct  #:  516-690-6024
Website:
www.kbcounsel ingservi
ce.com
Email :
kbcounsel ingservice@
gmail .com
Instagram:
@iamkenald

“CHANGE THE WAY YOU
SEE THINGS & THE
THINGS YOU SEE WILL
CHANGE”



Durrel l  Washington,
 Ph.D.  candidate

A Native New Yorker  f rom
 the Bronx Durrel l  Mal ik
Washington Sr .  is  an
Abol i t ionist  Social  Worker
and PhD Candidate at  the
University  of  Chicago School
of  Social  Work,  Pol icy,  and
Practice.  Durrel l  is  an
interdiscipl inary scholar
whose research draws from
social  work,  sociological ,
cr iminological ,
developmental ,  and legal
theories and perspectives.
His  research interest  l ies at
the intersect ions between
P. I .C.  Abol i t ion,  Juveni le
legal  law and pol icy,  B lack
famil ies ,  and Health.  Durrel l
is  a former mental  health
cl inician and pol icy analyst
with years of  experience
support ing formerly
incarcerated young people,
adults  and their  famil ies .  

His  current  dissertat ion is  a
Narrat ive study that
invest igates how a period of
juveni le  incarcerat ion
shapes Black family l i fe  in
the United States through the
perspective of  s ibl ings of
formerly incarcerated Black
boys and gir ls .  Durrel l  is  a
2022 American Society of
Criminology Ruth D Peterson
Fel lowship Award Recipient ,
Received his  MSW from
Columbia University  in  2018
and BSW from CUNY York
Col lege in 2017.  



Latoya special izes in
mindful-based trauma
treatment and has
obtained extensive
training from Harvard
University  on trauma-
based treatment and
mindfulness pract ices.
Mrs.  Delmadge is  a proud
graduate of  Touro
University ,  where she
received her  master ’s  
degree in social  work,
and is  current ly  a
Doctoral  candidate at
L iberty University ,  in
Lynchburg,  Virginia.  Mrs.
Delmadge has spent her
career ,  addressing gaps
in treatment for
vulnerable populat ions
and providing education
on mental  health needs
and services,  through
various speaking
engagements throughout
New York City .  As a
member of  the SW
Director ’s  Counci l  for
New York City Health and
Hospital ,  Latoya is  a
devout advocate for  the
social  work profession,
social  just ice,  health
equity ,  and behavioral
health.

Latoya Delmadge,
LCSW-R

Latoya A.  Delmadge is  a
L icensed Cl inical  Social
Worker ,  who funct ions as
the Director  of  the 
Social  Work Behavioral
Health Department at  Kings
County Hospital  Center ,
leading over  80 
staff  in  providing patient-
centered care.  Before her
career  at  Kings County,  Mrs.
Delmadge developed and
oversaw an Art ic le 31  and
822-satel l i te  community-
based cl inic in  Brooklyn,
treat ing chi ldren and adults
with ser ious mental  i l lness
and co-morbid condit ions.
With more than f i f teen
years of  c l inical  mental
health experience,  Latoya is
wel l-versed in var ious
evidence-based pract ices
and trauma-informed care.  



Manny De Los Santos,  
NYS Assemblymember

Manny De Los Santos is  a
dedicated publ ic  servant
who has devoted his  l i fe
to advocating and 
f ight ing for  New Yorkers.
He was raised in
Northern Manhattan,
attended publ ic  schools
and earned a Bachelor 's
Degree in Psychology
and a Master 's  Degree in
Social  Work from the 
University  at  Albany
(SUNY).

After  graduating,  Manny
embarked on a 13-year
career as a Social
Worker  and Community 
School  Director  in  New
York City publ ic  schools .
During this  t ime,  he
helped students
overcome 
academic chal lenges,
homelessness,  and
substance abuse by
advocating for  and
securing vital  
resources for  famil ies
and students that  were
in need.

Manny's  dedication to
his  community did not
stop there.  He is  act ively
involved in several  
community

organizat ions,  including
as a member of  the
Neighborhood Advisory
Board (NAB) 
and Community Board
12.  He has pr ior i t ized
voter  engagement and
education as tools  to 
empower the l ives of
residents in Northern
Manhattan.  He has
coordinated voter
registrat ion and 
census dr ives,
faci l i tated tenant ,
housing,  and
immigration forums,  as
wel l  as organized
annual  
turkey giveaways,  coat
drives,  toy dr ives,  and
backpack giveaways in
conjunction with tenant 
associat ions and
dozens of  minority-
owned small
businesses.

 
proactive approach of
working with
const i tuents to tackle
more long-term issues –
including,  spearheading
networking events for
young professionals ,
which aim to open doors
for  those that  
al l  too often don’t  have
a seat at  the table.

As an Assembly Member,
he has worked to provide
record funding for  publ ic
schools and was 
proud to see the
passage of  his
legis lat ion to reduce
class s izes throughout
the state.  Manny
bel ieves that  every voice
in the community
deserves to be heard.  He
and his  const i tuent 
service team have
worked with thousands
of  residents on issues
impacting Distr ict  72.  In
addit ion to working with
residents to resolve
government related
concerns,  his  off ice also
takes a 

Manny is  committed to
ensuring that we have
more funding for  publ ic
schools ,  promoting
publ ic  safety ,  creating
more affordable housing
options for  working New
Yorkers ,  and ending our  
rel iance on fossi l  fuels  to
protect  our  natural
environment and our
health.  These are issues
that Manny has been
passionate about for  a
long t ime,  and he is
determined to make a
posit ive impact 
on them during his  t ime
in the Assembly.
Manny's  story is  one of
hard work,  dedication,
and perseverance.  He is
committed to continuing 
to work with the
community to make the
city a better  place for
everyone.  He bel ieves
that by 
working together ,  we can
make a real  di f ference
for  our  community and
the people that  cal l  i t  
home.



Glor ia Seay,
LMSW, CASAC-t

Glor ia Seay is  a Brooklyn
native.  She obtained her
undergraduate degree in
Cl inical  Psychology from
the nation’s  premier
black inst i tut ion,  L incoln
University  of
Pennsylvania.  I t  was
there that  she joined one
of  the most prest igious
organizat ions,  Delta
Sigma Theta Soror i ty ,
Incorporated.  Upon
graduation,  Glor ia began
her career  in  chi ld
welfare within pr ivate
nonprof i t  organizat ions
as a Case Planner and
Sociotherapist  for
Preventive and Foster
Care Programs,
respectively .  Engaging in
this  work helped her
discover her  true
passion for  the helping
profession.  She went on
to earn a master ’s
degree through Fordham
University ’s  Graduate
School  of  Social  Service
with a concentrat ion in
Cl inical  Social  Work.
Glor ia has earned
addit ional  cert i f icat ion
from the Si lberman
School  of  Social  Work at
Hunter  Col lege-CUNY.  

Glor ia possesses 14 years
of  Chi ld Welfare
experience working in
publ ic  and pr ivate
sectors .  Dur ing this  t ime,
she worked in var ious
roles and made several
advancements in her
career .  For  the last  10
years ,  she has remained
a civi l  servant
committed to helping
bui ld a New York City
that is  safer ,  more just ,
and more equitable for
chi ldren and famil ies ,
working for  the
Administrat ion for
Chi ldren's  Services
(ACS).  Glor ia began her
career  at  ACS as a Chi ld
Protect ive Special ist  for
the Protect ive Diagnost ic
Unit  but  quickly moved
on to the ACS Chi ld
Advocacy Center  as part
of  the Instant Response
Work Group.  Glor ia spent
the last  5 ½ years as a
Chi ld and Family
Special ist ,  remaining
committed to
strengthening and
stabi l iz ing famil ies in
cr is is  by faci l i tat ing
emergency conferences
for  the boroughs of
Staten Is land,
Manhattan,  and the
Off ice of  Special
Invest igation.  Whi le
there,  she part ic ipated in
the Family Team
Conference Advisory
Board.  

She current ly  assumes
the role as the Cl inical
Manager of  Social  Work
at the Nicholas
Scoppetta Chi ldren’s
Center .  Her  newer
responsibi l i t ies include
providing enduring
solut ions that  lead to
t imely permanency,  safe 

stable placements,  and
qual i ty  trauma-informed
care for  chi ldren with
complex needs.  

Throughout her  career ,
Glor ia has provided
compassionate and
evidence-based
interventions to
individuals ,  famil ies ,  and
groups.  She became
adept at  addressing
diverse mental  health
chal lenges and foster ing
resi l ience in cl ients .  This
al lowed her  to also pursue
a more therapeutic
approach grounded in
evidence-based pract ices
and integrat ing
psychodynamic
principles.  As a
Psychotherapist  for  NYC’s
seasoned cit izens,  Glor ia
maintains a safe and
empathetic space where
her cl ients can explore
their  unique narrat ives,
unravel  chal lenges,  and
cult ivate resi l ience.
Glor ia continues to
support  the f ie ld of  Social
Work and Social  Work
education as a F ield
Instructor  and Mentor .  She
current ly  supports interns
from Medgar Evers
Col lege and Hunter
Col lege.  She is  also an
active member of  the ACS
Professional  Development
Program’s Scholarship
Select ion Committee.
In al l  her  roles ,  Glor ia
maintains a commitment
to the values and ethics of
the social  work profession.
She understands the vital
and mult i faceted role the
profession plays in society
by contr ibut ing
signif icantly  to the wel l-
being of  individuals ,
famil ies ,  and
communit ies.  She
endeavors to remain an
agent of  change.



Shari  R ichardson,  
DSW

Shari  B .  R ichardson,
DSW, LCSW is  a L icensed
Clinical  Social  Worker
with a Doctorate in
Social  Work from the
University  of  Southern
Cal i fornia (USC).   She is
an Assistant Professor  in
the Social  Work
Department at  Medgar
Evers Col lege (CUNY).   
Dr .  R ichardson
completed her  Master ’s
degree in Cl inical  Social
Work at  Fordham
University  and
Bachelor ’s  degree in
L iberal  Arts  with a
concentrat ion in Human
Services at  City Col lege
(CUNY).

Dr .  R ichardson has more
than 20 years of
experience working with
individuals and famil ies
involved in the chi ld
welfare,  juveni le  just ice,
mental  health,  cr iminal
just ice,  and homeless
services f ie lds.   She
began her  career
working with chi ldren
and famil ies in the
foster  care system in
New York.   

She went on to work in a
special ized behavioral
health foster  care
program, a residential
program, and an in-home
individual/family therapy
program. 
Dr .  R ichardson was also
served in several
administrat ive posit ions,
including Director  of
Qual i ty  of  Assurance,  and
Vice President of  Foster
Care Services.   In  2016,
she was hired at  the
Col lege of  Staten Is land
(CUNY) as an adjunct
lecturer  and f ie ld
education l iaison in the
Master  of  Social  Work
program.  She joined
Medgar Evers Col lege in
2019 as a subst i tute
lecturer  and was then
promoted to Assistant
Professor  in  2021 .   Dr .
Richardson was also the
Field Education
Coordinator  and assisted
the F ield Education
Director  with f ie ld
placements and other
administrat ive
responsibi l i t ies .  In  2022,
she began in pr ivate
practice providing
individual ,  couples,  and
family therapy and
cl inical  consultat ion.   She
is  a mental  health
normalizer  that
special izes in trauma,
formerly incarcerated or
individuals facing
incarcerat ion,  family of
or igin and relat ionship
issues,  

Dr .  R ichardson serves
on several  col lege
committees including:
the Academic
Standards and
Regulat ions,  Social
Work Conference
Planning and
Technology
committees.   She has
redesigned several
social  work courses to
be more inclusive of
Open Education
Resources (OER)
thereby reducing
overal l  textbook costs
for  students.   She
enjoys teaching a
variety of  social  work
courses and hopes that
students leave her
class feel ing heard and
valued.   Dr .  R ichardson
also str ives to ensure
students learn f i rst  and
foremost to gain the
competencies and ski l l
sets they wi l l  need to
be successful  in  their
chosen f ie ld of  social
work pract ice and
become social  just ice
warr iors .   

stress management,
anxiety ,  depression,
gr ief  and loss,  and
personal  growth
uti l iz ing an eclect ic
variety of  t reatment
approaches.



The project  has
shaved more than
1 , 100 years in pr ison
time for  more than 34
prisoners.  Mr .  Haynes
has done
presentat ions on
prison and sentencing
reform at  Yale ,
Harvard,  and New York
Universit ies as wel l  as
the New York State Bar
Associat ion.

In addit ion,  Mr .  Haynes
worked with the
founders of  Mercy Me
to create legis lat ion
that would reform
mandatory minimum
sentences.  He also
col laborated with
representat ives from
Destine Advocacy
Project  (DAPA) to write
senators ,
congressional  leaders ,
and judges to
advocate for  social
change within the
criminal  just ice and
penal  systems.
Furthermore,  Mr .
Haynes has drafted
motions and br iefs
and served as legal
advisor  on behalf  of
30 people nationwide.
Mr.  Haynes also serves
as a panel ist  on a
number of  podcasts
that informs l isteners 

Kevin Haynes,
Legal  Coordinator

Kevin Haynes is  a
paralegal  and staunch
advocate for  pr ison
and sentencing reform.  
He current ly  works at
North Star  Youth
Init iat ive as a Legal
Coordinator ,  working
closely with the CEO,
community
stakeholders ,  and
young people to reduce
violence and provide
assistance navigating
the cr iminal  just ice
system.  

Mr .  Haynes’  advocacy
work includes
col laborat ing with The
Hol loway Project ,  led by
former federal  judge
and current  partner  at
Debevoise and
Pl impton,  LLC,  John
Gleeson.   The Hol loway
Project  advocates on
behalf  of  pr isoners ,
largely men of  color ,
against  unjust ,
mandatory stacked
prison sentences,  pro
bono.   

of  in just ices
happening across the
country and educates
them on steps,  they
can take to become
advocates for  social
change.  Mr .  Haynes
also served as a
volunteer  at  John
Wesley Methodist
Church Food Pantry
with pastor  Shei la
Beckford.  

Mr .  Haynes has
dedicated his  l i fe  to
helping and serving
others in any
capacity he can but
has a true passion for
reforming laws that
disproport ionately
effect  individuals and
communit ies of  color .



Christopher Rogers

Christopher Rogers is  a
platform faci l i tator  in
and around the mental
health conversational
space,  an NYS Peer
Special ist ,  an MHANYS
CarePath Coach,  an
MHCP (Mental  Health
Community Partner)
aff i l iate ,  a Program
Director ,  and an
Executive Board
Member for  Balt ic
Street  AEH,  Inc. ,  as wel l
as a New York City Peer
Conference Board
Member and faci l i tator
for  the Heal ing through
Hip Hop panel ing
committee supported
by OMH (The Off ice of
Mental  Health).  For  the
last  15 years ,
Christopher Rogers has
been working with
col laborat ing,
support ing,  and moving
people and
communit ies forward
with his  ideas for  a
better  way to l ive and
do things.  

From 25 years in
fashion as a men’s
wear designer to 20
plus years tour ing the
world as an
entertainer  in  Hip Hop
to becoming the COO
of the community-
based F .O.O.D.
Foundation to
becoming the Director
of  the Adult  Home
Init iat ive program for
Balt ic  Street  AEH,  Inc.
and faci l i tat ing the
monthly men’s support
groups for
Autismandwe.org,  al l
whi le  l iv ing with and
journeying through my
mental  health
concerns,  batt l ing
ESRD (End Stage Renal
Disease) on Dialysis
and undergoing a
kidney transplant mid
pandemic to this
forum and stage.

Al l ison Ni les ,
 LMSW 

Al l ison Ni les -LMSW
is employed as a
School  social  worker
at  a NYC
Department of
Education Publ ic
School .  She is
current ly  the second
Vice President and
Chairperson of  the
Education
Committee of  the
Associat ion of  Black
Social  Workers Inc,
NYC Chapter .  Ms.
Ni les is  an alumnus
of  the Medgar Evers
Col lege (BSSW-
class of  2019) and
the Adelphi
University  (MSW-
class of  2020).  Ms.
Ni les aspires to be
continuously of
service to and
advocate for
marginal ized and
underpriv i leged
members of  society.



Divine Pryor ,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Divine Pryor  is
current ly  the Co-
Founder ,  CEO &amp;
President of  the People’s
Pol ice Academy.  The
People’s  Pol ice Academy
(PPA) is  a non-prof i t ,
community based and
lead,  t raining,
education,  research and
direct  service
organizat ion that is  now
being incubated in the
Dubois-Bunche Center
for  Publ ic  Pol icy at
Medgar Evers Col lege
(MEC) in the City
University  of  New York.
The Academy wi l l  draw
on and combine
inst i tut ional  and
community-based
resources and expert ise
to offer  special ized
training and direct
services to al l
community stakeholders
throughout NYC’s f ive
boroughs and beyond.
The training cohorts wi l l
be comprised of  law
enforcement,

local  community and
faith leaders ,  publ ic
health and safety
personnel ,  c i ty
probation and
correct ions off icers ,
youth and young adults ,
publ ic  school  safety and
school  crossing guards,
faith and civic leaders ,
long-term community
residents ,  col lege
faculty and researchers ,
students ,  local
merchants and service
providers in both the
publ ic  and pr ivate
sectors .  Dr .  Pryor  was
also the Executive
Director  of  the Center
for
NuLeadership on Urban
Solut ions,  an
independent ,  act iv ist ,
human just ice think
tank
and training center ,
also formerly at  Medgar
Evers Col lege in the City
University  of  New York
(CUNY).  I ts  staff  was
comprised of  academic
professionals with pr ior
experience within the
criminal  punishment
system. I t  is  the f i rst
and only publ ic  pol icy
center  of  i ts  k ind in the
country.  Dr .  Pryor  is  a
social  scient ist  with
extensive
knowledge and
expert ise in the cr iminal
just ice,  health and
social  service f ie lds,

having spent over  half
his  career
administer ing
HIV/AIDS,  domestic
violence,
substance abuse and
other social  service
non-prof i ts .
Dr .  Pryor  also provides
on-going TA to
Community Capacity
Development,  Osborne,
Fortune and other  non-
prof i ts  who are working
in the area(s) of
cr iminal  just ice and
publ ic  safety.



community health
education part icular ly
in the area of  HIV/AIDS
and domestic v iolence,
and has been involved
with HIV Prevention
campaigns s ince the
early  1990’s  

On the international
level ,  she has extensive
professional  related
travels  and undertaking
throughout the
Americas,  the
Caribbean and Afr ica.
During these tours she
has conducted HIV/AIDS
prevention education
designed to encourage
behavior  change.  Her
work has focused on the
impact of  c irculatory
migrat ion on immigrant
health,  part icular ly  as a
contr ibut ing factor  to
the transmission of
HIV/AIDS.  She is  the
recipient  of  several
awards for  her
community service.  

Seanna Kaye
Denham-Wilks ,

Ph.D.

Elaine Reid,
LCSW-R

Elaine E .  Reid is  a
L icensed Cl inical
Social  Worker  and a
ret i red Assistant
Professor  at  Medgar
Evers Col lege of  the
City University  of  New
York (MEC/CUNY).   She
holds a Bachelor  of
Science in Human
Service from Hofstra
University;  a Paralegal
Cert i f icate from
Adelphi  University  and
a Masters in Social
Work from Hunter
Col lege School  of
Social  Work.  She holds
a Cert i f icate in F ield
Instruct ion (SIF I)  f rom
Hunter  Col lege School
of  Social  Work.

She has over  thirty
years experience in
the f ie ld of  social  work
including program
planning development
and administrat ion,
psychotherapy,  parent
training,  f ie ld
instruct ion for
graduate and
undergraduate social
work students ,  

Dr .  Seanna-Kaye Denham
Wilks is  an accomplished
visionary,  c l inical
psychologist ,  and the
Chief  Experience Off icer
at  NYC Health +
Hospitals/Kings County,
in Brooklyn,  NY.  She
directs the hospital ’s
patient  experience and
employee engagement
activ i t ies based on
transformational  and
person-centered
approaches,  and is
national ly  recognized for
her  work in this  space.   
Her  mission in this  phase
of  her  professional
career ,  is  to leverage
healthcare strategies to
advance equitable
community wel lness.  Dr .
Denham Wilks is  an
America’s  Essential
Hospitals  Fel low,   and a
Planetree Fel low in
Person-Centered Care.    



the 46th Distr ict  of  
southern Brooklyn from
November 2018 to
December 2022.
She served on s ix
committees 
including Aging,
Chi ldren & Famil ies and
Mental  Health and was
honored to serve as the 
f i rst  chair  of  the Minority
Mental  Health
Subcommittee in the
New York State
Assembly.

Dr .  Frontus earned her
BSW and MSW from the
New York University
Si lver  School  of  Social
Work;  her  MA from the
Cl inical  Psychology
program at Teachers
Col lege,  Columbia
University;  her  Master  of
Theological  Studies from
Harvard Divinity  School;
and her  PhD from the
Columbia School  of
Social  Work,  with a
concentrat ion in Social
Pol icy and
Administrat ion.

Dr .  Frontus is  proud to
hold appointments as an
Adjunct  Assistant
Professor  at  the
Columbia University
School  of  Social  Work
where she teaches
Social  Welfare Pol icy,
and at  the NYU Si lver  

Mathylde Frontus,
Ph.D.

Dr.  Mathylde Frontus is
a Brooklyn native and
current ly  serves as the
inter im Executive 
Director  for  the Coney
Island Neighborhood
Revital izat ion
Corporat ion.  She has
had a dist inguished
social  work career
spanning over  25 years ,
during which t ime she’s
held 
various posit ions as a
case manager ,  mental
health cl inician,
medical  social  worker ,
non-prof i t  executive
director ,  community
organizer  and founder
of  mult iple coal i t ions
and organizat ions,
pr incipal  owner of  a
consult ing f i rm and
most recently  as a New
York State 
Assemblywoman.

As a member of  the New
York State Assembly,
Mathylde represented 

School  of  Social
Work where she
teaches Pol i t ical
Social  Work for
Advocacy and Social
Change,  a course
which she created in
2019 and has taught
for  the last  f ive
years.



Kelsey Louie,
MSW

A native New Yorker  and
the proud son of
immigrant parents ,
Kelsey Louie serves as
the Chief  Executive
Off icer  for  The Door and
Broome Street  Academy
(BSA) Charter  High
School .  He oversees the
organizat ions’  combined
$40 mil l ion budget ,  as
wel l  as the vis ion for
strategy,  operat ions,
fundraising,  pol icy,  and
programmatic init iat ives.
Pr ior  to his  tenure at  The
Door and BSA,  Kelsey
served as CEO of  GMHC,
the world’s  f i rst  HIV and
AIDS service
organizat ion,  f rom 2014
to 2021 .  His  leadership
approach combines a
r igorous data-driven
management style ,
sophist icated evaluation
processes,  and
commitment to staff
development.   

Under Kelsey’s
leadership,  his
organizat ions have
garnered numerous
awards,  such as the

Gold Medal  Winner for
Organizat ional
Excel lence from the Non-
Prof i t  Coordinating
Committee and New York
Community Trust .

Addit ional ly ,  Kelsey has
received many personal
accolades,  including
being honored by the
National  Associat ion of
Social  Workers with the
Mid-career Achievement
Award (2017) ,  Notable
LGBTQIA+ Leaders,
Crain’s  New York
Business (2022,  2023);
Pr ide Power 100 Honoree,
City and State (2018,
2019,  2020,  2021);  Judith
Peabody Humanitar ian
Award from GMHC
(2022);  Above and
Beyond:  Gen X,  City and
State (2023)—and many
more.    
 
Kelsey has appeared in
the media on NY1 ,  ABC
News,  WCBS Radio,  and
1010 WINS Radio.  He has
been featured in art ic les
for  Crain’s  New York,  POZ
magazine,  and Plus
magazine,  and has
written op-eds for  the
New York Dai ly  News,  The
Advocate,  and other  New
York City and national
publ icat ions.   

Kelsey also served as
the COO and Chief
Program Off icer  of
Harlem United
Community AIDS
Center ,  Inc.  f rom 2007
to 2014.  Before that ,
Kelsey spent his  early
career  in  youth
services,  managing a
foster  care prevention
program at the NY
Foundl ing,  running a
community-based
substance use
prevention program for
adolescents at  Ver i tas
Therapeutic
Community ,  and
practicing as a
chi ldren’s  therapist  at
the Jewish Board of
Family and Chi ldren’s
Services.  
 
Kelsey holds an MBA
from Columbia
University  and an MSW
from NYU,  where he is
presently  an adjunct
assistant professor .  



Zoe Naomii  Clarke,  BSSW Student

Zoe Naomii  Clarke,  was born and
raised in F latbush Brooklyn,  New
York.  She is  a senior  at  Medgar
Evers Col lege with a major  in
Social  Work,  Chi ld Welfare.  

A w a r d e e s
D r .  E d a  H a r r i s - H a s t i c k  A c a d e m i c  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d

Over the past  f ive years ,  she has had the pr iv i lege of
serving the communit ies of  East  New York and
Brownsvi l le ,  as a parent coordinator  and Food Pantry
Manager.  Within these posit ions,  she provided necessary
resources to famil ies .  She also ran a food pantry to
combat Food Insecurity .  Zoe’s  journey has fueled her
passion to embark on a professional  career  in  social
work.  Zoe is  dr iven by the desire to be a catalyst  for
posit ive change,  both for  individual  c l ients and the
broader communit ies they belong to.



Casey Ort iz ,  BSSW Student

T h e  P r o f e s s o r  E l a i n e  R e i d  S p i r i t  A w a r d

Casey Ort iz  is  a senior  at  Medgar
Evers Col lege studying Social  Work
with a focus on chi ld welfare.  As a
f i rst-generat ion Afro-Lat ina
American,  she is  the f i rst  in  her
family to earn a bachelor 's  degree.
Casey Ort iz  is  a passionate and
dedicated social  work student who
has consistent ly  demonstrated a
deep commitment to improving the
l ives of  others.   

With a strong sense of  empathy and a t i reless work ethic ,  she
has made a tangible impact in  the community through their
exceptional  volunteer  ef forts  and academic achievements.
Throughout her  educational  journey,  Casey Ort iz  has excel led
academical ly ,  consistent ly  earning top grades,  and receiving
recognit ion for  her  outstanding performance.  Casey's
dedication to social  work is  evident in  her  act ive involvement in
various community outreach programs,  l ike Medgar Evers
Col lege Transit ion Academy,  and in her  f ie ld pract icum at Al len
Women’s Resource Center  where she has provided support  and
care to vulnerable populat ions.

Casey Ort iz  has demonstrated a natural  abi l i ty  to connect with
people from diverse backgrounds,  showing empathy and
understanding in every interact ion.  She possesses exceptional
communication ski l ls ,  enabl ing them to bui ld strong
relat ionships with cl ients and col leagues al ike.



City Universi ty  of  New York 
Medgar Evers Col lege

2024 17th Annual  Social  Work Conference Pledge

“The Stand”

Today,  we celebrate the profession of  social  work!

Today,  we celebrate the profession of  social  work!

You’ l l  f ind us  everywhere.
We are sought  out  for  informat ion,  empathy,  comfort  and care.

Using ourselves as  vessels  for  change.  
Through every special ty ,  d isc ip l ine,  and methodology 
we deserve an increased wage.

Strengthening and upl i f t ing the voices of  the s i lenced,  
wi th  our heads and hearts  seeking guidance from above!

Today,  we celebrate the profession of  social  work!

Through the act ive pract ice of  heal th  promot ion and
advocacy.  
Cal l ing for  equi ty  and equal i ty !  Demanding fa irness and
access for  services of  qual i ty .

Today,  we celebrate the profession of  social  work!

As we readjust  our  lens ,  our  c lar i ty  and discernment  help our
world ’s  heavy heart  to  mend.  

Today,  we celebrate the profession of  social  work!  

Our commitment  to  social  just ice ,  service ,  and love.

Today,  we celebrate the profession of  social  work!  

Today,  we celebrate the profession of  social  work!

We’re empowered now!

by Dr .  Kimberly  Moore



C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S

DSW, LCSW

Ph. D., LMSW

DSW, MSW, MSEd - HEA

DSW, LCSW - C

LMSW

LMSW

LCSW-R, CASAC

LCSW-R, SIFI, IMHATT

TIFFANY LLEWELLYN

ARLYS TINEO

WALEEK BOONE
SHARI RICHARDSON

REBECCA CENATUS

ALLISON NILES
SHERRY BAIRD

MERVILLE ANTOINE

MARGARET WANG
CASEY ORTIZ

MSW Student

BSSW Student

JENEA ROBERTS LMSW



Bronx Psychiatr ic  Center

Agape Family Therapy and Coaching

Latino Social  Work Coal it ion

New York City  Chi ldren’s  Center

R E S O U R C E  T A B L E S

HWB Heal ing Project  Mobi le  Cl inic



For  more information contact
Dr .  Edward Hernandez

ehernandez@mec.cuny.edu
Dr.  Waleek Boone 

transit ionacademy@mec.cuny.edu


