
October 18, 2023

Food Bank For New York City & 
Medgar Evers College Transition Academy

Present

A morning of  panel  d iscuss ions and network ing
wi th  academia,  communi ty ,  and government

par tners on our  co l lect ive work to  empower co l lege
students across the c i ty  to  achieve food secur i ty

for  good.  



Welcoming Words

Greet ings and Welcome to Medgar  Evers Col lege!  This
Col lege was born out  o f  communi ty  advocacy wi th  soc ia l
just ice in  i ts  DNA and is  dedicated to  creat ing oppor tun i t ies
for  a l l  who connect  wi th  us in  the aspi ra t ion of  a  br ighter
fu ture.  Medgar  Evers Col lege s t rongly  suppor ts  the ef for ts  o f
the Trans i t ion Academy a long wi th  the Food Bank For  New
York Ci ty ,  as they prov ide food and other  essent ia l  serv ices
to those in  need.  The suppor t  serv ices that  are prov ided to
members of  our  communi ty  and other  communi t ies in  the c i ty
of  New York are very much needed.  Today,  we gather  to
d iscuss and f ind so lut ions to  ensure that  food insecur i ty  and
other  needs are addressed and suppor ted.  The Col lege Food
Secur i ty  Summit  wi l l  c reate a p la t form for  fu ture d iscuss ions
and so lut ions to  these ef for ts .  Thank you for  jo in ing the 2023
Col lege Food Secur i ty  Summit .  
 
Best ,

I t  is  an honor  to  jo in  a l l  o f  you today at  the 2023 Col lege
Food Secur i ty  Summit !  I  hope that  as you l is ten to  our
amazing panel is ts  and network wi th  a l l  the phenomenal
hunger  f ighters  gathered in  th is  space,  you’ l l  f ind new
inspi ra t ion for  the work that  you do each day to  combat
hunger  for  our  c i ty ’s  youngest  ne ighbors.  At  Food Bank For
New York Ci ty ,  we are on a miss ion to  empower every New
Yorker  to  achieve food secur i ty  for  good,  and I  know that ’s  a
pass ion that  a l l  o f  us in  th is  room share.  I  have no doubt  in
my mind that  i f  there is  ever  to  be a so lut ion to  the hunger
cr is is  in  our  great  c i ty  i t  w i l l  be found in  rooms l ike th is  fu l l
o f  ind iv iduals  commit ted to  shaping a more hopefu l ,
d ign i f ied,  and equi tab le fu ture for  a l l  New Yorkers.  Thank
you for  everyth ing you do and for  be ing here wi th  us today.   

Yours in  par tnersh ip,  

Lesl ie  Gordon
Pres ident  & CEO, Food Bank For  New York Ci ty

Patr ic ia  Ramsey,  Ph .D .
Pres ident ,  Medgar  Evers  Col lege

P a t r i c i a  Ram s e y  



Program
Registration & Networking

Opening Remarks
Camesha Grant, Ph.D., VP, Community Impact and Investment, Food
Bank For NYC
Jesse Kane, Ph.D., SVP, Student Success and Enrollment Management,
Medgar Evers College, CUNY
Patricia Ramsey, Ph.D., President, Medgar Evers College, CUNY
Waleek Boone, DSW, Director, Transition Academy, Medgar Evers
College, CUNY
Leslie Gordon, President and CEO, Food Bank For NYC

Remarks
Kate McKenzie, Executive Director
Mayor’s Office of Food Policy

Summit Facilitator
Amanda Williams, Assoc. Dir., FBNYC

Food Security Statistics
Nicholas Freudenberg, DrPH 
Distinguished Professor at CUNY School of Public Health and Faculty
Director Healthy CUNY

Neighborhood Coalition for Scholars Program
Robert Yancey, LMSW, Chief Program Officer
Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter, Inc

Food Bank For  New York City Medgar Evers  College



Program
Keynote Speaker
Akbar Cook, Principal, Newark West Side High School

Panel Discussion: Students & Pantry Managers
Moderator:  Deborah Harte, Ed.D., Director,
Advocacy and Resource Center, Borough of Manhattan Community College,
CUNY

Panelists
Taylor Bell, alumni,
Medgar Evers College, CUNY

Daniel Leonardo Ojeda Camacho, Student
Borough of Manhattan Community College, CUNY

Raine Diaz, Administrative Coordinator
College’s Counseling and Resources for Emergency Support (CARES) Unit
Bronx Community College, CUNY

Rhonda Mouton, Ed.D., Program Director
LaGuardia College Access for Retention and Economic Success, LaGuardia
Community College, CUNY

High School Students Transitioning to College
Christopher Tricarico, Senior Executive Director
New York City Department of Education, Office of Food and Nutrition
Services

Remarks
Kim Council, Deputy Brooklyn Borough President

Food Bank For  New York City Medgar Evers  College



Program
Remarks
Crystal Hudson, New York City Council Member

Panel Discussion: Elected Officials and Presidents
Bill Ritter, Anchor, WABC-TV

Panelists
Patricia Ramsey, PhD., President
Medgar Evers College, CUNY

Berenecea Johnson Eanes, Ph.D., President
York College, CUNY

Linda Rosenthal, New York State Assemblymember

Eric Dinowitz, New York City Council Member and Chair, Committee on Higher
Education 

Closing Remarks
Zac Hall, SVP of Programs, FBNYC

Pledge
Carmen Boon, VP of Public Affairs, FBNYC

Networking Lunch and Resource Fair

Food Bank For  New York City Medgar Evers  College



Meet our Speakers
Keynote Speaker ,  Pr incipal  Akbar  Cook

Akbar  H.  Cook Sr .  Was born and ra ised in  Newark 's  West  Ward.  He earned a Bachelor  of
Arts  in  Educat ion f rom Flor ida At lant ic  Univers i ty  on two basketbal l  scholarships and a

Master ’s  in  Administrat ion and Superv is ion f rom St .  Peters  Univers i ty .  In  2008,  he became
the head coach of  the Newark Vocat ional  School 's  boys '  basketbal l  team,  later  becoming
Vice Pr inc ipal  at  West  S ide High School  in  2014 and Pr inc ipal  at  West  S ide High in  2018 .

Pr inc ipal  Cook is  dedicated to upl i f t ing and educat ing chi ldren,  volunteer ing in  food
ki tchens,  organiz ing act iv i t ies ,  and ensur ing safe t ransportat ion with  the Newark Pol ice

Department .  Pr inc ipal  Cook's  "Washing Bul ly ing Away"  in i t iat ive ,  featur ing a  laundromat at
West  S ide High,  ga ined nat ional  at tent ion,  leading to generous donat ions f rom the l ikes of

El len DeGeneres .  He's  a lso in i t iated an Urban Farm,  soccer  p i tch,  and Home Economics
ki tchen at  h is  school .   

Panel  Moderator ,  Deborah Harte,  Ed.D
Dr .  Deborah C .  Harte boasts  four  decades of  exper ience in  socia l  work and human
serv ices ,  showcasing expert ise in  program development ,  administ rat ion,  d iverse

populat ion socia l  serv ice del ivery ,  ch i ld  welfare ,  h igher  educat ion,  grant  procurement ,
research,  teaching,  market ing,  and communicat ion .  Current ly ,  she serves as  the Director

of  the Advocacy and Resource Center  (ARC)  at  Borough of  Manhattan Community  Col lege
(BMCC) .  Dr .  Harte 's  leadership at  ARC focuses on student  support ,  provid ing emergency

grants ,  food programs,  legal  ass istance,  and housing in i t iat ives in  col laborat ion with
partners  l ike Tr in i ty  Church .  She's  been a vocal  advocate,  secur ing funding for  food

insecur i ty  at  CUNY,  managing substant ia l  budgets ,  and engaging in  phi lanthropic  ef forts
both local ly  and abroad.  Dr .  Harte holds a  Masters  in  Human Serv ices f rom Lincoln

Univers i ty  and a  Doctor  of  Educat ion f rom St .  John's  Univers i ty .

Panel ist ,  Taylor  Bell
Taylor  Bel l  is  an alumni  of  Medgar  Evers  Col lege's  BSSW program.  With 12  years  of

exper ience as a  home health  a ide,  Bel l  t rans i t ioned back to school  wi th  a  pass ion for
work ing with  chi ldren .  Bel l ’s  miss ion is  to  establ ish a  non-prof i t  in  Sheepshead Bay,

offer ing resources and support  to  empower local  youth .  Bel l  is  current ly  the Pres ident  of
the ABSW chapter  at  Medgar  Evers ,  mainta in ing a  3 .9  GPA and consistent ly  making the
dean's  l is t .  An internship at  Trans i t ion Academy honed thei r  sk i l ls  in  a id ing students  on

their  h igher  educat ion journey.  In  Bel l ’s  words,  “ I 'm disc ipl ined and committed to
achiev ing my goals ,  and I  encourage others  to  adopt  the same mindset .  Tough t imes are

temporary ;  res i l ient  people endure .  Best  of  luck to  a l l ! ”   

Panel ist ,  Raine Diaz
Raine Diaz ,  a  Bronx nat ive ,  br ings over  two decades of  d iverse serv ice exper ience to
Bronx Community  Col lege's  CARES Unit .  Her  deep connect ion to the Bronx dr ives her

miss ion to prevent  students  f rom leaving school  due to educat ional  and f inancial
chal lenges .  Ra ine manages var ious in i t iat ives ,  including the Carrol l  & Mi l ton Petr ie

Emergency Grant ,  of fer ing $100,000 annual ly  in  f inancial  support ,  and overseeing the
Bronco Food Pantry ,  which serves 6 ,000+ students  and fami l ies  year ly .  As an alum of
Borough of  Manhattan Community  Col lege and Lehman Col lege,  Raine advocates for

student  respect  and equi ty .  She also holds an MBA from Manhattan Col lege,  focusing on
f inancial  educat ion for  people of  color .  Beyond her  profess ional  commitments ,  Ra ine

dedicates t ime to lead a  Gi r l  Scout  t roop,  volunteers  with  the Bi r th  R ight  Foundat ion,  and
act ively  part ic ipates in  her  local  Rotaract  Club whi le  cher ish ing moments with  her  fami ly .



Meet our Speakers

Panel ist ,  Rhonda Mouton,  Ed.D
Dr .  Rhonda Mouton is  a  dedicated profess ional  wi th  expert ise in  human serv ices ,

management ,  leadership ,  administ rat ion,  operat ions ,  and entrepreneurship .  She began her
career  at  Total  Community  Act ion and the Benef i t  Bank of  Char lotte ,  ga in ing a  sol id

foundat ion in  human serv ices .  At  LaGuardia  Community  Col lege s ince 2012 ,  she's  launched
numerous student  support  in i t iat ives l ike the Emergency Ass istance Fund and Onl ine

Pantry .  Dr .  Mouton's  leadership has at t racted pr ivate donors  to  bolster  LaGuardia  CARES
programs.  She's  known for  her  t i re less dedicat ion,  foster ing community  partnerships ,  and
her  unwaver ing commitment  to  student  success .  Her  achievements showcase her  pass ion

and unwaver ing dedicat ion to  LaGuardia  Community  Col lege and i ts  students .

Panel ist ,  Daniel  Leonardo Ojeda Camacho
Daniel  Leonardo Ojeda Camacho is  a  problem solver ,  seamlessly  merging d ig i ta l  and

physical  realms through UX research,  des ign th ink ing,  and data analys is .  With a
background in  urban planning in  Colombia ,  he has used technology to tackle

environmental ,  economic,  and educat ional  chal lenges .  Now based in  NYC,  Camacho
studies mult imedia des ign and programming at  BMCC,  delv ing into technology's  role in

areas l ike food secur i ty .  He contr ibutes as  a  UX-UI  des igner  to  the CUNY Research
Foundat ion 's  Augmented Real i ty  Pro ject  and streaml ine h i r ing processes through a CCL
app under  CIE .  Camacho’s  goal  is  to  shape technology solut ions for  pos i t ive impacts  on
var ious value chains and regional  economies,  advocat ing for  ef f ic ient ,  access ible ,  and

effect ive solut ions .   

Panel  Moderator ,  Bi l l  R itter
Bi l l  R i t ter  has had a  d ist inguished career  in  journal ism.  He jo ined Eyewitness News in  June

1998,  in i t ia l ly  anchor ing weekends whi le  work ing ful l  t ime for  ABC News and 20/20 as a
correspondent .  In  October  1999,  he took over  the 11  p .m.  newscast  on Eyewitness News

and later  added the 6 p .m.  newscast  in  February 2001 .  R i t ter  has covered s igni f icant
events  s ince 1992,  start ing as  a  co-host  of  "Good Morning Amer ica/Sunday. "  Ear l ier  in  h is
career ,  he reported on the Rodney King t r ia l  and the Los Angeles r iots  for  Fox Telev is ion
Network .  He also served as an invest igat ive reporter  and anchor  for  var ious news out lets .

R i t ter  began h is  journal ism journey in  pr int  in  1972 and returned to col lege to graduate
from The New School  in  2016 .

Panel ist ,  Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal
Assemblymember L inda B .  Rosenthal  (D/WF Manhattan)  represents  the 67th Assembly

distr ict  of  Manhattan .  A l i fe long res ident  of  the Upper  West  S ide,  she current ly  serves as
Chair  of  the Assembly Committee on Housing.  S ince tak ing off ice in  2006,

Assemblymember Rosenthal  has passed groundbreaking legis lat ion,  such as the Chi ld
Vict ims Act  and the Adult  Surv ivors  Act ,  to  provide surv ivors  of  sexual  abuse an

opportuni ty  to  seek just ice in  the courts .  She has also passed legis lat ion increas ing
access to  statewide substance use d isorder  programs,  expanding reproduct ive and

LGBTQIA+ r ights ,  regulat ing e-c igarettes ,  advancing animal  welfare ,  enhancing consumer
protect ion laws,  bolster ing gun control  measures ,  and championing menstrual  equi ty

across the State by el iminat ing the sales tax  on menstrual  products .  Assemblymember
Rosenthal  is  is  a lso the sponsor  of  the Hunger  Free Campus Act ,  a imed at  support ing

col leges in  implement ing hunger  prevent ion strategies l ike food pantr ies  and food
ass istance awareness .  



Meet our Speakers

Panel ist ,  Patr ic ia  Ramsey,  Ph.D.
Patr ic ia  Ramsey assumed the role of  Medgar  Evers  Col lege's  s ixth  Pres ident  on May 1 ,

2021 ,  making h istory as  the f i rst  female and sc ient ist  in  th is  role .  With in  s ix  weeks after  Dr .
Ramsey arr ived,  she spearheaded two innovat ive programs,  Cult ivat ing Hol ist ic  Academic
Mindsets  to  Promote Student  Success (CHAMPSS)  and the Brooklyn Recovery Corps (BRC)

programs,  leveraging a  $20 mi l l ion grant  to  support  students  f inancial ly .  With a
background in  b iology,  Dr .  Ramsey's  research delves into the b iological  propert ies  of

folk lore plants ,  including col lect ing 110 Agave species in  the Sonoran Desert  and Sapium
sebiferum leaves across the southeastern Uni ted States .  She holds degrees f rom Norfolk

State Univers i ty ,  Howard Univers i ty ,  Harvard Univers i ty ,  and Georgetown Univers i ty .  

Panel ist ,  New York City  Council  Member Er ic  Dinowitz
Er ic  Dinowitz  represents  the 11th d ist r ict  of  the New York Ci ty  Counci l .  As  Chair  of  the

Higher  Educat ion Committee,  he has a  personal  investment  in  students ’  success and wants
to ensure that  they have a  fa i r  shot .  Pr ior  to  serv ing in  the Ci ty  Counci l ,  Er ic  was a  special

educat ion teacher  and Chapter  Leader  for  the Uni ted Federat ion of  Teachers  and the
former Aging Chair  of  Bronx Community  Board 8 .  

Panel ist ,  Berenecea Johnson Eanes,  Ph.D
Dr .  Berenecea Johnson Eanes was unanimously  appointed Pres ident  of  York Col lege by

the Ci ty  Univers i ty  of  New York (CUNY)  Board of  Trustees af ter  serv ing as inter im
Pres ident  f rom September 2019 to June 2020.  With over  two decades of  exper ience in

higher  educat ion leadership ,  Dr .  Eanes in i t iated the "One York"  f ive-year  Strategic  Plan,
focusing on academic excel lence,  inclus ive programs,  and campus community

development .  Dur ing her  tenure,  she establ ished the One York Emergency Fund and
secured record funding.  Under  her  leadership ,  York Col lege ranked #2 in  socia l  mobi l i ty .
Before York Col lege,  Dr .  Eanes served as Vice Pres ident  for  Student  Affa i rs  at  Cal  State
Ful lerton,  making substant ia l  improvements and overseeing major  campus projects .  Her

extensive leadership and scholarship in  Social  Work have garnered over  $8 mi l l ion in
research grants .  She has also taught  and led at  var ious inst i tut ions ,  hold ing degrees f rom

Dil lard Univers i ty ,  Boston Univers i ty ,  and Clark  At lanta Univers i ty .  



2023 College Food
Security Pledge

 I  p ledge to work toward food securi ty on
col lege campuses for  good by raising

awareness,  f ight ing st igma for  people to get
help,  and foster ing community to connect

people in need to services.  

Contact  my elected off ic ia ls  about  relevant  legis lat ion .
Ident i fy  and help spread the word about  ex ist ing resources at  my
school ,  such as a  pantry  or  meal  dol lars  t ransfer  program.
Raise awareness about  SNAP el ig ib i l i ty  for  col lege students .

For  Students:

Uti l ize "Connect ing Students  to  Benef i ts "  toolk i t  (QR code)  
Contact  my elected off ic ia ls  about  relevant  legis lat ion .
Introduce one new resource not  current ly  avai lable .

For  College Leaders:

Cosponsor  the NYS Hunger  Free Campus Act  or  the federal
Enhance Access to  SNAP (EATS)  Act .
Secure funding for  campus pantr ies ,  benef i ts  outreach,  and other
relevant  programs in  budget  negot iat ions .
Use my plat form to ra ise awareness with  Government  Agencies .

For  Elected Off ic ials  and Staff :

Examine processes and requirements to  help reduce red tape
and connect  students  to  resources .

For  Government Agencies:



Medgar Evers  College
1650 Bedford Avenue

Brooklyn,  NY 11225
https ://www.mec.cuny.edu/

 
Food Bank For  New York City

39 Broadway,  10th Floor
New York ,  NY 10006

https ://www.foodbanknyc.org/
 


